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INTRODUCTION

I. The use of drug-related Internet forums in the
Psychonaut Web Mapping Project

Il. Different types of forums

lll. Forum community

IV. Forum Members

V. Discussion




DRUG FORUMS AND THE PSYCHONAUT WEB
MAPPING PROJECT

Drug forums and Internet chatrooms have been monitored in
each of the partner countries (UK, Finland, Norway, Belgium,
Germany, Italy, Spain) for novel compounds, combinations,
and drug trends

Drug forums have been used as a primary source of
information for the technical database and technical folders:

. Origin of substances

. Chemical Structure

. Routes of administration
. Poly-drug combinations
. Psychoactive effects

. Negative side-effects (psychological, physical)
. Pharmacological action and toxicology
. Diffusion of compound




TYPES OF FORUMS

Different forums with varying degrees of long-term stability
and public accessibility

Open forums

. Membership only required to post messages but not to view
. Most information publically accessible
. Contain other features e.g., video, audio, chat, wiki, blogs, news
. Example(s)
» Drugs-Forum (www.drugs-forum.com)
» Bluelight (www.bluelight.ru)
» Entheogen (www.entheogen.com)
» Erowid Experience Reports (www.erowid.org)

Closed forums
. Find ways to limit visibility

. Keep some or all pages hidden i.e., membership required
. Example(s):

» CT Forum

» TF

» LHF
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TYPES OF FORUMS

Different forums with varying degrees of long-term stability
and public accessibility

Open forums
. Membership only required to post messages but not to view

. Some restricted-access areas but most information publically
accessible

. Contain other features e.g., video, audio, chat, wiki, blogs, news
. Example(s)

» Drugs-Forum (www.drugs-forum.com)

» Bluelight (www.bluelight.ru)

» Entheogen (www.entheogen.com)

» Erowid Experience Reports (www.erowid.org)

Closed forums
. Find ways to limit visibility

. Keep some or all pages hidden i.e., membership required
. Example(s):

» CT Forum

» TF

» LHF




TYPES OF FORUMS

Stability
. Not all forums are stable over time i.e., they can shut-down at any time
. Individual threads can also be removed
. In the last 12 months several large, well known forums have closed
down
. Example:
» Champagne Legals Forum (www.champslegals.co.uk)
. Forum connected to the Champagne Legals vendor site
(for Research Chemicals and other synthetic
compounds)
. Closed in March 2009 and has remained closed — vendor
site closed in August 2009
. Forum users all migrated to various other sites,
including:
CT Forum (via YKIT)
TF
LHF
Large vs. small forums
. Large: More open — Cater for different regions and languages
» E.g., Drugs-Forums (50,000 members) and Bluelight Forum
(110,000 members)
. Small: More closed communities — can be specific to a particular region

or social group




FORUM FEATURES

Forums can be region specific and/or reflect an existing social
group, or can span several regions or social groups but,

Strong group cohesion

. Community migration
. Group ‘trips’ e.g., Synced salvia sessions
. Social support, overdoses, and fatalities

Strong in-group/out-group divide

. Legitimate forum users vs. vendors, journalists, police = ‘narcs’

. Do not want to bring unwanted attention to what was an underground
phenomenon

Language

. Self Incrimination e.g., SWIM, SWIY, “My pet {...}”

. Slang e.g., substance names, methods of administration, vendors, other
forums etc

. Language to refer to other users/outsiders e.g., “Newbies”, “Narcs”,

“Lurkers”




FORUM FEATURES

. Intra-group hierarchy
. Built into membership
» Moderators
» Experienced Members
» Newbies
» Lurkers

. ‘Psychonauts’

. Educated and informed e.g., pharmacology
. Often first to experiment with new compounds but also
. Assess risk

. Often members of >1 forum




DISCUSSION

Considerations when using drug related forums in research

. Appropriately recording information is important — URL and screen
shots, convert to pdf

. Inaccurate information and hoaxes
. Regular monitoring

Uses for drug related forums in public health

As sources of information for researchers, government agencies,
and health professionals — particularly in the absence of other

primary sources of information e.g., medical/scientific literature,
peer-reviewed journals etc
» Examples:
Spice
Mephedrone
Lyrica (Pregabalin)
As part of a harm-reduction approach to prevention — information for users

Future directions




